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our voice in the lesbian community 


Al familiar frost 

is forming in my mouth 

Abtwn through my chest, 

reducing rich words of 
Pp Oo etry leshian complexity to 

these elementary explanations 

of tvhy and how 


For J really want 
to tell you that 

my retationshin with 
my lover is turning, 


maybe ending. 


J want someone who has 
knuptyn me all my life 

to see this pain, 

to hear how my insides 
Are being ripped atvay 
leaving me hollorr. 


Mona Qikawa — Excerpt from 
“Coming Out at the Sushi Bar” 

in Piece of my Heart: 
A Lesbian of Colour Anthology 
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Pride on Parade 
Amy Lee Cardufian 


It wasn’t that long ago that Saturday 
night would find me slinking, huddled and 
hurried, into the Cameo Club, a dark and 
dingy women’s bar located in the bowels of 
an ugly warehouse on Front Street—one of 
Toronto's seedier industrial areas. 

There wasn’t much danger of being 
noticed, in that neighbourhood, by anyone 
except derelicts and drug addicts... but the 
thought of being seen entering a lesbian bar, 
no matter how well camouflaged it was, 
absolutely terrified me. 

Coming out to my family, employer and 
co-workers was simply not an option for me 
back then. I was happy to discover places 
like the Cameo existed, places where I could 
meet and mingle with other gay women 
without fear of exposure. 

So, you’re probably wondering how a 
confirmed closet case like me ended up front 
and centre in Edmonton’s Gay Pride parade 
just a short decade later. 

Why would I choose to publicly “flaunt” 
the fact that I am attracted to other women; a 
card-carrying member of a community that’s 
considered sick and depraved by a large 
portion of society? Why would I want to 
draw attention to my unconventional life- 


style by marching along Whyte Avenue with 
hundreds of other Edmonton queers, 
knowing there was a chance I might be seen 
by straight friends and co-workers? 

I asked myself those same questions 
during the weeks leading up to the June 25 
pride parade. And, when | arrived at the 
rally site (Gazebo Park in Old Strathcona), I 
still wasn’t sure whether I would fall in step 
with the other parade participants, or stay 
safely on the sideline and pretend | “just 
happened” to be on Whyte Avenue when 
they passed by. 

My decision was made easier when, 
moments after the colourful assembly began 
snaking its way westward along 83 Avenue, 
I saw somebody I work with. She was clearly 
not there for the parade, and as soon as she 
recognized me standing near all those short- 
haired, placard-bearing, flag-waving 
lesbians, she blanched, turned and walked 
quickly in the opposite direction. Couldn’t 
get away fast enough, apparently. 

It was pretty much at that moment that I 
decided to march—proudly and loudly—in 
the parade. Not merely because my cover 
was already blown, but because the panic 
and contempt in my co-worker’s eyes was 
like a slap in the face, and it made me realize 
(as corny as it sounds) that if you’re not part 
of the solution, you truly are part of the 
problem. 
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I felt at that moment that if by being a 
visible part of that parade I could help just 
one confused, unenlightened, bigoted 
individual see that gays are “regular” 
people, not really that much different than 
everybody else, I had to do my part, however 
small. 

The parade itself was a hoot. I recognized 
more than a few faces in the crowd, some 
political types who wouldn’t have missed it 
for the world, and others who, like myself, 
had decided just that morning to make an 
appearance. 

One set of friends, ‘parade virgins’ like 
myself, had such a good time they said their 
only regret was that they hadn’t brought 
their dog. 

Another acquaintance did have her new 
puppy in tow (although I’m not sure who 
was towing who), and explained that as long 
as she was making a public statement, she 
figured she might as well challenge the old 
stereotype about dykes and their cats. 

When it came right down to it, I had 
many reasons for marching in the ‘94 pride 
parade. I did it partly as a way of saying 
‘thanks’ to the men and women at the 
Stonewall Inn, who, 25 years ago, finally had 
enough of being bullied by cops on routine 
raids and fought back . . . touching off three 
days of riots and sparking the Gay Liberation 
movement. 

And I did it in honour of the hundreds of 
thousands of closeted lesbians and gays, in 
Edmonton and worldwide, who are still 
unable to even think about marching in a 
pride parade because of fear of repercussions 
from family, friends, employers... and 
ignorant, red-necked politicians. 


I marched—with a “Remember 
Stonewall” button and a rainbow ribbon 
proudly pinned to my lavender T-shirt— 
because there are too many people out there 
who can’t. 


Attention Gardeners! 


Liatris is anew group formed by 
lesbians and gays interested in 
horticulture. Activities will include 
nature walks, garden socials, seed 
catalogue sharing, and possibly 
involvement in the Adopt a Park 
program. If you'd like more 
information, call Wayne at 
454-3482, or leave a message on the 
Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. 
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A Look at the Events in 
Ontario...or... 
Be Careful What We Ask For 


Sheryl McInnes 


Maureen and I attended the organizing 
session for the Canadian Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Association on June 8 and 9. This 
group will be a part of the Canadian 
Learned Societies that brings together 
academics and intellectual activists from 
across Canada for yearly conferences. The 
inaugural session at the University of 
Calgary was attended by about 50 lesbians 
and gay men. The program included 
academic presentations, discussions of the 
struggle for recognition of lesbian and gay 
scholarship (professors, graduate and 
undergraduate students), and panels on 
lesbian and gay political and legal issues. 
The Ontario situation in regard to Bill 167 
(family status and benefits) was occurring 
as we met. 

It was wonderful to see gays and 
lesbians take to the streets in protest in 
Toronto, knowing that a great deal of hard 
work and lobbying had gone into getting 
the Bill proposed. It was disheartening to 
hear the crap that came out of the mouths 
of both Reform and NDP in another 
attempt to define our lives, and our 
families. That is a story in itself. What I’d 
like to share with you is the information 
from the panel “Lesbians/Gays and the 
Law” presented by members of the Faculty 
of Law from the University of British 
Columbia. I am not a lawyer, so this is a 
very general overview based on my 
interpretation of the panel presentations. 
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Please consult with a family or tax lawyer 
for details specific to Alberta. 

Some Background: Lesbian and gay 
political activity in Canada can be 
categorized into three phases. First, during 
the 1950s and 1960s there was pressure to 
decriminalize ‘homosexuality.’ This was 
achieved in May of 1969 by Trudeau's 
Liberals as a part of his wish to keep the 
government out of the bedrooms of the 
nation. (1994 was a 25th Anniversary in 
Canada too!) Homosexual acts (!) between 
consenting adults, over the age of 21 
(reduced to 18 in 1987), in the privacy of 
their homes was no longer a criminal 
offense in Canada. This criminality had 
very little application for lesbians, as they 
were not really included in definitions of 
sodomy, except by association with 
‘homosexuality.’ 

The second phase has been to have 
sexual orientation (gay, lesbian, bisexual) 
included in Federal and Provincial Human 
Rights Acts as a prohibited ground for 
discrimination in housing, employment 
and services. Both of these phases have 
contained ‘homosexuality’ within the idea 
of individual nights; private sexual 
practices, and protection from dis- 
crimination in public. We are now entering 
a third phase ... public entitlement for 
lesbian/ gay couples, and same sex 
families. This is bound to bring on greater 
opposition because it strikes at the heart of 
perceived notions of family and Christian 
values, and treats gays and lesbians not as 
individuals, but as a group seeking 
collective rights. 

Are We the Same as Hets? Recognition 
of the legitimacy of ‘homosexual’ sexual 


practises, and protection from 
discrimination do not necessarily proclaim 
lesbians and gays to be “the same as” 
heterosexuals. Changes in family / spouse 
definition do move us toward that 
sameness. What is generally being asked for, 
under all the chatter, is that lesbian/ gay 
couples be considered as equivalent to 
married, or what is known as common-law 
marriages/ families. This includes property 
arrangements, child custody, maintenance 
after separation, and of course partner 
access to benefits and pensions. There could 
be a third category of relationship created 
just for gays/lesbians, but | would not count 
on that occurring. The easiest and least 
costly route would be to enlarge the 
definition of common-law to include 
lesbian/ gay couples. All of this becomes 
much clearer when tax law is considered. 

If lesbian and gay couples do achieve 
legal recognition of family / spouse status as 
common law, there will be NO CHOICES. 
We will not be able to opt in and out of that 
definition at our whim. Tax law in Canada is 
set up in a way that assumes one party ina 
relationship is dependent on the other party, 
even when lip service is given to equality in 
relationships. Two women, or men, living, 
together in a committed relationship in one 
household, with or without dependent 
children, would be considered equivalent to 
married under tax law. (The onus might 
even be on two straight women roommates 
to prove that they are not lesbian!) However, 
the effect on a lesbian couple would depend 
on how much they earn, how much wealth 
they accumulate or bring into the 
relationship, and how the earnings are 
distributed between the couple. 


If both partners have high incomes and a 
fairly high accumulation of wealth (goods, 
property or cash), there will be advantages 
in transfer of property etc., but taxes will be 
paid based on combined incomes. This may 
rob one partner of child tax benefits, or 
other tax deductions. When one partner 
earns a high income, and the other a lower 
income, there are advantages in areas like 
contributions to RRSPs, spousal tax credit 
transfers, etc. But there will also be possible 
loss of GST credits, child care expense 
deductions and so on from the combined 
high level of income, which could 
neutralize any advantages. If both partners 
are low wage earers and have little 
accumulated wealth, there are NO 
advantages, and both partners will 
probably lose individual credits and 
deductions with a combined income status. 

Since the majority of women are in the 
lower income positions, it is likely that 
lesbians as a group will not benefit greatly 
from recognition of a common-law status. 
However, gay men, as a group with higher 
earning power, may generally benefit from 
being “the same as” heterosexual common- 
law couples. Lesbians need to think this 
through very carefully, and get information 
that applies to their situations as women. 
We cannot always assume that what 
appears to be good for ‘homosexuals,’ 
usually thought about only in terms of gay 
men, is also good for lesbians. 

The other issue, which seems to get the 
anti-gay lobby in a knot, is that changing 
family / spouse definition to equivalent to 
married (common-law) means recognition 
of parenthood, eligibility for adoption, and 
the real mind blower, lesbian motherhood 
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through insemination where there would be 
two legal mothers. This is beyond the 
comprehension of most people, even those 
sympathetic to protection from discrimination, 
and/or access to a partner’s benefits. 

Surely there is a way to ensure that when 
one lesbian pays into a benefit plan her 
partner can share those benefits, and that 
when a lesbian couple decides to have a 
child, the non-biological mother has some 
legal way of affirming her motherhood. 
There must be a way to do this without 
trapping all of us in a definition that makes 
us “the same as” heterosexual couples, if we 
would prefer not to live our lives that way. 

I have this vision of many lesbians 
returning to ‘closets’ as couples to avoid loss 
of exemptions and deductions, denying their 
relationships, being forced to live apart— 
hardly a situation on which to build pride, 
never mind a strong woman-loving 
community. 

The Ontario Bill was defeated, maybe for all 
the wrong reasons. We have time now to do 
some research, and develop a plan that won't 
create more ‘have’ and ‘have-not’ groups 
among us, and that won't allow governments 
to dictate how we live as lesbians. 


WOMONSPACE 
DROP-INs 


Come hang out at the Women’s Building 
for some small talk, a game of cards, a cup of 
coffee. August 4 and 18 and September 1, 
7:30-9 pm, 9930-106 Street. 
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Playing Pool 

Lori placed first, Charity second, and 
Sheila was third in the most recent 
Womonspace Pool Tournament. The friendly 
competition involved sixteen players, taking 
place June 28 and July 5 at The Option Room. 

Thanks go to organizers Faye and Charity 
and to The Option Room, for providing the 
location. 

Watch for an upcoming pool tournament 
which will start earlier and take place ina 
single evening. 


Women’s Health Series 
Lesbian and Bisexual Women Only 
Sunday September 25, 1994 
2:30-4:30 pm 
9930—106 Street, basement 
Finding a Physician?! 
What to look for and the questions to ask 
Presented by Patti, R.N. 


NOWLEDGE IS POWER 
hice poe 


Pvtry wrasee 


One finger maybe two 
buried knuckle deep sticky sweet in you my 
wrap around joy 


LeletiTamu Excerpt from “Wrap Around 
Joy” in Piece of my Heart: A Lesbian — 
of Colour Anthology — 


EDMONTON IS 
THE CITY OF 
CHAMPIONS 


Ladi Markham, Co-chair of Team Edmonton and 
bowler 


TEAM EDMONTON sponsored 6 athletes 
in the Gay Games in New York City. At the 
Opening Ceremonies, held at Columbia 
University’s Wein Stadium, 12,000 athletes 
waited very patiently for their turn to be 
presented to an enthusiastic crowd of several 
thousand. 

Alberta marched under it’s own large 
sign as a single group consisting of a larger, 
louder contingent of Calgarians and the 
demure Edmontonians. The heat was a 
sweltering 82°F with humidity that melted us 
into a catatonic state. Thankfully, the 
Quebecois across the way were used to the 
weather and entertained us with ditties and 
beer drinking songs. Our womyn conversed 
with the Victoria womyn’s softball team, 
who were right behind us. 

It was electric when we entered. Tears 
stung my eyes as the large crowd responded 
with cheers and encouragement. It was the first 
time I had felt such total acceptance from so 
many people; a vivid example of the sense of 
community and togetherness we were to feel 
so many times during these games. 

Congratulations go to all participants for 
committing themselves to a sport they love. 
Edmonton success stories include: 

e Stephane V. who brings back 2 golds in 
pairs and single skating events. 


¢ Cathy M. ran to victory 4 times, 
receiving 2 golds in the relay events (4x100m 
and 4x200m), and 2 silvers in track. Way to 
go Cathy!! Although she is no longer a 
resident of our city, Cathy was a founder of 
Team Edmonton as well as past president of 
Womonspace. 

¢ Jacqueline H. won a silver in the inline 
skating event (roller blading). She also pulled 
an amazing feat by running the 26.2 mile 
marathon on the spur of the moment, and 
finished in reputable time. A true contender, 
Jacqueline’s other event was wall climbing in 
which she made the finals. 

« Lindsay W. ended a very strong 4th in 
the inline skating event 

e Gary B. joined up with Team Winnipeg 
to compete in volleyball, eighth place out of 
43 teams. 

¢ Bowling lanes in Jersey City were not 
my best house, but the people were 
wonderful, and I now have friends in 
Washington D.C. 

Yankee Stadium was filled to the brim 
with supporters for the closing ceremonies. 
The athlete’s parade took hours, but the 
evening was saved by performances from 
Cindy Lauper, Crystal Waters, Patti LaBelle 
and lesbian comedienne Suzanne 
Westenhoffer. A laser and fireworks show 
rivaling any other excited the crowd of over 
50,000 people. The energy surrounding the 
place was unbelievable. Sending out the 
message “You can only be free once you have 
come out of the closet and helped others 
come out and be free.” 

Thank you for all the support you as a 
community gave to us. I am eager to start 
planning Amsterdam in ‘98. The theme is 
friendship! 
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NEW YORK CITY 
WOMYN 


Ladi Markham 


All right, I know that not every womyn in 
New York is a Lesbian, but since my stay for 
the Gay Games and Stonewall march I truly 
believe that we are more than 1 in 10, more 
like 1 in 5. They came in droves to celebrate 
their athletic bodies and competitive natures. 
They came to rally with the Lesbian 
Avengers during the International Dyke 
March on June 25th. They came to express 
themselves at the Stonewall march by being 
visible, out and proud (some without their 
shirts). They came to shop and buy T-shirts. 
They came to capture the experience of New 
York museums and the cultural festival. 
They came to come. 

Womyn were everywhere | wanted to be. 
Crafts people from all over sold and traded 
their wares in a huge market place on the 
eighteenth floor of the Hotel Pennsylvania. 
Gay Games and Stonewall merchandise was 
a boost for the economy as well as a signal to 
all who wore it. New York was awash in 
openly gay men and womyn. Rainbow and 
pink/black triangles were the most prevalent 
symbols, closely followed by dog tags with 
the Gay Games symbol and Freedom Rings 
in rainbow colours. 

A cultural festival coincided with the 
games and the Stonewall march. Events 
included shows by many lesbian 
comediennes like Suzanne Westenhoffer, 
Kate Clinton and Marga Gomez; an extensive 
film festival; as well as numerous separate 
shows by lesbian visual artists. k.d. lang and 
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Melissa Etheridge put on a pricey ($75 US for 
the cheap seats) concert but were noticeably 
absent from all of the other events. There were 
two or three major lesbian parties or dances 
each night of the festival. Held in converted 
warehouse space, these events were attended 
by hundreds of lesbians from all over the 
world. Each party had a theme ranging from 
sober smoke free dances to erotic leatherdyke 
events with several floors of hot dancing and 
steamy videos. Topless go-go dancers and 
pillow-filled pleasure parlors were among the 
many attractions of these incredibly “cultural” 
evenings. Oh, what's a dyke to do? 

Competition events were held throughout 
Manhattan. The athletes were everywhere, 
and the most beautiful hung around the host 
hotel where the physique competition was 
held. The last day of the games was 
coordinated to bring the crowds together for 
a Saturday in Central Park, as the softball 
and soccer finals were held in large fields 
near the finish line of the marathon. 

High humidity and muggy conditions 
made competition difficult. Typical dress 
was a cotton T-shirt soaked down by water 
or a lace bra with shorts. Definitely a 
welcome sight between events. 

The march on the United Nations 
commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the Stonewall riots was an amazing 
experience. It was a thrill to be a part of a 
crowd of lesbians and gay men which 
numbered somewhere near a million. 
Womyn and men of every colour and from 
every nation marched together in peace, and 
I was amazed at the beauty and variety 
within our community. 


DISAPPEARING 
BOOKS 


Sheryl McInnes 


In past issues of Womonspace News, and 
in our mail order book listings, Woman-to- 
Womon Books has featured a book called 
Lesbian Culture edited by Julia Penelope and 
Susan Wolfe (of Original Coming Out Stories 
fame, among other titles). This book is no 
longer available, at least not in the 
immediate future. It has been suggested that 
Penelope and Wolfe were racist in their 
selection of materials for this review of 
lesbian, art, literature, poetry, etc. From my 
reading of the book, I had to agree that there 
are serious omissions. However, I am a bit 
leery of taking the position, as many in the 
USA have, that this was done deliberately. 
Sadly, the uproar over this book has caused 
Julia Penelope to retire from any further 
activism or writing for lesbians, after more 
than 30 years of actively supporting the 
lesbian cause. If anyone has been inspired, 
comforted, or had a good laugh from any of 
Penelope's writings, you might want to 
submit an essay for an anthology 
celebrating her work. Contact me for an 
address (454-8031). 

The Lesbian Sex Book, has also come off 
the market after only 10 months . . . reason 
unknown. 

To all those who have asked whether 
Woman-to-Womon Books will shut down 
with the opening of Orlando Books, the 
answer is NO, at least not yet. We may just 
get bigger and better, with a new line of 


lesbian/ feminist note cards, some great 


calendars and day books coming up for 


1995, and a regular supply of Krista Reid 
jewelry (feminist, goddess, lesbian). We are 
also connected to QUEER NOTIONS which 
has a nice line of rubber stamps, decals, 
buttons, etc. With your support, we'll be 
around for awhile. See you at the Fringe, 
August 19, and at GLCCE on Wednesday 
afternoon ‘women’s day’ drop ins. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Ruth and Melissa: Please call Womonspace 
and leave your phone number. Your idea of 
a bi-monthly social evening sounds great! 


Condo to share in southeast Edmonton. 
Furnished, $350/ month (negotiable). Pat: 
490-1458. 


Tired of the bar scene? Any women interested 
in joining a singles-only lesbian social club, 
please call Linda for information: 447-4776. 


Lesbians in Westlock and Barrhead may 
write to Womonspace for contacts in your 
areas. 


Lesbian in Athabasca looking for others. Box 
421, Athabasca AB TOG 1B0. 


Westmount: Professional woman wants to share 


home with active, responsible, non-smoker; 
$250 + 1/2 utilities + DD. Phone Rosa, 455-1573. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Weekly Events 


v Recreational Badminton for lesbians and 
gays every Friday, 7:30-9:30 pm at Oliver 
School, 10210-117 Street. Cost is $1.00. 


v Lesbigay Front Runners. Running club 
for lesbians and gays. Thursdays at 5:30 pm 
and Sundays at 10:30 am in front of Kinsmen 
Sports Centre. 


vy Adamant Eve. Feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays from 5-6 pm. 


v Gaywire. A lesbian and gay radio show 
from CJSR, FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 


v Pink Triangle Youth Group meets 
every Saturday, 7:30-10 pm at GLCCE. For 
lesbians and gays 16 to 21 years old. 


v Metropolitan Community Church. 
Weekly worship, Sundays at 7:15 pm. 
Address is 10086 MacDonald Drive. 


vy GLCCE Lesbian Coming Out Group 
meets Mondays at 7:30 pm. 


Groups 


vy GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre), 104, 11745 Jasper Avenue is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm, Wednesday 
from 1+ pm and Saturday 12-4 pm for a 
market. Meeting space is also available. Call 
Pat at 488-3234 or 488-8378. 


v The Gay and Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018. 


v Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. 


July Events 


Sunday, July 31 

v Natue Walk at Wagner Bog, west of 
Edmonton. Phone Wayne at 454-3482 for 
information. 


August Events 


Thursday, August 4 

y Womonspace Drop-In Good conversation 
and warm, supportive atmosphere. Women’s 
Building, basement, 9930-106 Street, 
7:30-9 pm. 


Sunday, August 7 

vy Womonspace News Newsletter Meeting 
at Boystown, 10116—124 Street, at noon. 
Deadline for September issue. Topic is 
Lesbian Comedy. 


Sunday, August 14 
vy Womonspace General Meeting Women’s 
Building, 7:30 pm. 


Thursday, August 18 

vy Womonspace Drop-In Come on down to 
talk or play cards. Women’s Building, 
basement, 9930-106 Street, 7:30-9 pm. 
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FOR SALE: A cozy, well-maintained older character home with two bedrooms (plus one bedroom 
in basement), large living room and kitchen, formal dining room, newly renovated bathroom, 
hardwood under all carpets, single garage, and four appliances. Includes lawn mower, garden 
tools, and friendly neighbours. Asking $97,900. Call Eileen Kavanaugh: 450-6300. 


September Events Next Dance: 


September 17 at Bonnie Doon Hall! 
Thursday, September 1 


vy Womonspace Drop-In Join us for coffee If you know of any events that would be of 
and a chat. Women’s Building, basement, interest to lesbians, please give Shirl a call at 
9930-106 Street, 7:30—-9 pm. 987-2497 


vy Womonspace News Newsletter Meeting, 
Women’s Building, office, 9930-106 Street, 
7:30 pm. Deadline for October issue; topic 


is Music. 4 
Riverdale Women’s ZDancee ee 
September 2, 3 and 4 
v The Great Alberta Campout Saturday, September 24 


Campout hosted by GALACA (Red Deer) 
Weiner roast Friday afternoon, dances 8:30 pm-—-1:00 am 
Friday and Saturday night. Cost is $22.50. Riverdale Hall 
For tickets and location call Terry or Paul 


at 1-345-8927. eeeeaenee © Smoke free, np alcohol 
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VOICES OF PRIDE 


Powerful Performance 


Sheelagh 


I was never big on choral music. It 
reminded me too much of time spent at 
school in England, forced to be in the school 
choir; stuck inside when of course I 
desperately wanted to be playing soccer or 
field hockey—even in the rain. 

So it was with some hesitation that I 
agreed to buy a ticket to Edmonton Vocal 
Minority’s evening Pride Day Concert. And 
then only with English politeness that I 
agreed to editor Lindy Pratch’s request: write 
a review of the event. “Oh no,” I thought to 
myself, “I may have to lie. Or I may have to 
persuade a friend to write the review and 
have it published in my name.” 

Well, in this review I do neither. Vocal 
Minority’s June 25 performance was a 
wonderful celebration of gay and lesbian 
pride, musical talent and hard work. The 
choir sang their hearts out, winning the 
hearts and long applause of the audience. 
Altogether, this was a powerful affirmation 
of strength and pride shared by a diverse 
mix of gays and lesbians. 

Artistic director David Garber took the 
audience on a broad musical journey. It 
began with Everything’s Coming Up Roses, 
and then the old Gershwin favourite, | Got 
Rhythm. The audience had rhythm too; heads 
nodding and feet tapping to these great old 
classics. 

The choir moved with ease into more 
modern pieces: What a Wonderful World was 
followed by John Lennon’s Imagine, sung 
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with just as much passion and commitment 
as the former Beatle used to evoke. 

The key performance of the evening was 
a stylish and moving rendition of David 
Maddux’s Boys and Girls with Stories, a choral 
musical. Ten songs covered the laughter, joy 
and pain of different aspects of gay and 
lesbian life in North America. The highlight 
was Stories, featuring beautiful and moving 
solos from members of Vocal Minority. 

If you missed this performance, you 
missed one of the best events of Pride week. 
This is a choir full of energy and talent, and 
they were well accompanied by piano and 
percussion. Be sure to catch the next Vocal 
Minority concert. 

Editor’s note: For information about the 
upcoming season call EVM at 424-1561. 


Erin Moureé: Naming “what our 
tongues will call something” 


Catherine Gutwin 


Erin Mouré “was born in Calgary, lives in 
Vancouver, [and] works for the railroad” 
says the back cover of Wanted Alive, her third 
book of poetry published in 1983. She has 
published four others: Empire, York Street 
(1979), The Whisky Vigil (1981), Domestic Fuel 
(1985), and Furious (1988). 

Mouré’s earlier books have a heaviness 
about them. She explores the roots and 
patterns of family, the pain of an alcoholic 
marriage, of illness, writing, “Happiness / 
isn’t my strong suit” (“Happiness” Wanted 
Alive 50). The tone of much of this early work 


stands out in “Snowbound” (Wanted Alive 
22-23) which begins with a tough, self- 
sustaining image of the poet as “a coat that 
keeps out the cold, / its seams well-proofed 
/ Asheep’s raggy fur smeared with old 
berry,” but goes on as “Stubborn coat, I can’t 
teach it the manners you wanted,” and 
finally “The coat | am / keeps out the cold 
easily / I don’t know if it keeps me safe, or 
warm.” 

However, even in the same volume, 
Mouré gestures toward hope with “Kisses 
Not Whisky” (26): 

Sometimes there is an emptiness huge 
as a bottle of whisky, 

hard & glass, caught inside me— 

I want to fill it with love of the world, 
or kisses, “not whisky.” 

“Sentences” (30-31) suggests a mending, 
but here more explicitly through the 
transformative power of words themselves: 
“The short & bumpy sentences of the heart” 
like the “Arms of a sweater” are what 
connect “a whole / family yapping”— 
“holding our arm & / our years up like 
sentences, coming alive/ however apart our 
births were!” 

In Domestic Fuel, Mouré begins to connect 
personal trauma and larger patterns of social 
convention/ coercion with poems such as 
“Wedding Party” (23), where the speaker 
describes “The women who babysat me in 
the 1960's,” sitting, before their weddings, 

With their heads soaked, rubbing red 

nails on the scalp, 

bowed over, silent, 

they scared me. 

I didn’t want to grow to fit their clothes. 
From the far side of that fear, the speaker in 
“Dawn of the Unwed” (34) says, “Enough of 


secret wedded bliss! .... Or: I’m not sick, 
I’m happy. / To be free of you.” 

While Mouré seizes language to reframe 
her experience outside prescribed lifelines, 
language too, is a site of contest. In 
“Philosophy of Language” (54) the inventor 
of the hinge confronts a woman, wanting 
“her to praise him / for inventing it,” but 
“he shuts her out, waving the god-damn / 
almighty / root of language”; however, 
“When she leans her woman-being toward 
him, he is / no name.” 

This grasping of language as a woman's 
creative power rises in a parallel course with 
a growing lesbian consciousness in Mouré’s 
work, culminating in poems such as “Gale 
Force” (Domestic Fuel 100), one of my 
favourites. 

In your mouth my sentence begins 

to say sentence 

as if there were no more quaver 

in the air between our mouths 

& our speeches were all invented 

at the end of a railway platform in the weeds 

Now part of our body, my breast touches 

sentence under the skin, 

between our mouths, folding 

Force of sentence 


In your mouth my sentence opens, kissing 

you with its noise .... 

For Alberta dykes, there are place-name and 
landscape references to Mouré’s growing up in 
the west that give her work a sense of comfort, 
but perhaps it is the break down of conventional 
structures of meaning, rather than their 
reinforcement, that makes Mouré’s work 
interesting to a lesbian readership. 
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BETWEEN THE 
COVERS 


At the Edmonton Public Library 
Lindy Pratch 


Chicana Lesbians 


Margins by Terri de la Pena, Seal Press, 1992. 


Author Terri de la Pena is the Chicana 
daughter of a Mexican-American father. She 
lives in Santa Monica, California, where this 
tale of love and family relationships is set. 

In Margins, Veronica Melendez is 
recovering from a car accident in which her 
lover Joanna was killed. Healing her 
crippled leg is easier than dealing with her 
grief, but Veronica eventually begins to 
repair her life. 

Having a best friend like Michiko 
Yamada helps. Michi is trying to attract the 
attention of one woman while Veronica has 
two interested in her. The following excerpt 
is typical of the playful exchange between 
these friends: 

“Melendez, I don’t know what you've got, 
but you're hot. You have to fight off women, and 
I'm really jealous.” Michi stuck out her tongue. 

“Is that a come-hither invitation?” 

“Take it any way you want to.” Michi 
giggled and pretended to unzip her denim 
shorts. 

Dialogue is often an author's 
shortcoming, but in this book, it is every bit 
as strong as the story. Much of it is 
bilingual, typical of the southern California 
Latin milieu. Veronica uses many Spanish 
words, although she is far from fluent. Her 
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girlfriend René Talamante’s mother, 
Guadalupe, speaks no English. It isn’t 
necessary to know Spanish to follow the 
dialogue, however. The meaning is clarified 
by the context or by the next sentence. For 
example, when Guadalupe is impatiently 
waiting for René to change, she calls for her 
daughter to hurry. 

“René, andele!” 

“No puedo hallar mis aretes,” Talamantes 
shouted. They heard much drawer slamming 
while she searched for the errant earrings. 

Veronica is a graduate student, and a 
writer. In the novel, she refers to lesbian 
literature—poetry by Judy Grahn, Audre 
Lorde and Adrienne Rich, non-fiction by" 
Gloria Anzaldua and Cherrie Moraga, 
novels by Katherine V. Forrest, Jane Rule 
and Ann Allen Shockley. (I immediately take 
notes; what do we have at the public library 
by these women?) 

Margins isa 


warm, eae ay A 
contemporary we fs 


story of life. The Wes — 
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characters are art YA 
interesting and ve / p 
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believable— Z f= 
they’re the kind of \. a © 

: cee ot Shay oo 
people you think ESN 


about after the book is finished, wondering 
how their lives proceeded. 


WOMONSPACE 
RECEIVES AWARD 


Maureen Irwin 


Pride ‘94 opened June 17th with a film 
night at the Garneau Theatre. Lisa Austin 
was mistress of ceremonies and entertained 
everyone with her comedy routine. 
Community Awards were presented by Pat 
Warren and Ken Chalmers, the Pride ’94 co- 
chairs. Certificates for special service to the 
community were presented to the Delwin 
Vriend Court Challenge, Latitude 53 Gallery, 
the Greater Edmonton Pride Pages, the 
Imperial Court of the Wild Rose, David 
Sanders and Womonspace. 

“When at least 250 women attend a 
Womonspace dance in 1994, it is hard to 
imagine there was a time when there were 
no lesbian dances. In 1980 Jeanne Rioux and 
some friends started talking about forming a 
recreational organization for lesbians in 
Edmonton. They held women-only dances in 
1981, and in 1982 Womonspace was officially 
registered as a non-profit society. The 
organization continues today. Womonspace 
still holds monthly dances and other 
recreational events. Much of the revenue 
from the dances is returned to our 
community. Womonspace has an office, an 
information phone line and a monthly 
newsletter. For 12 years of service to the 
lesbian and gay community, Pride ’94 
salutes Womonspace.” The award was 
accepted by Jeanne Rioux, who had the 
dream, and Heather, the current president of 
Womonspace. 


Maureen Irwin presented the Irwin 
Award for long term service to the Lesbian/ 
Gay Community to Elizabeth Massiah. For 
the last 13 years as an outspoken lesbian 
activist and a counsellor, Elizabeth has 
devoted her time to helping lesbians 
normalize their lives. She has also played a 
leading role in the civil rights movement in 
this province. 

As her name became known in the media 
she received many phone calls from women 
wanting information on what organizations 
existed or who they could talk to. These calls 
gave her an idea of what was needed in the 
community. She was one of the founding 
mothers of the END Club, GALA, the Police 
Liaison Committee, the AIDS Network and 
the Newsmagazine by Alberta Women. 

She was the PR director for Womonspace 
and one of the planners of Edmonton Pride 
Day from 1984 to 1991. She opened her home 
to lesbians and gay men on many occasions. 

Reverend Dr. Charles Bidwell was 
presented with the Phair Award for long 
term service to the lesbian/ gay community 
of Edmonton by Michael Phair. For thirteen 
years, Charles has been a very visible and 
vocal gay man in this city. He is a member 
of the academic staff in the Faculty of 
Medicine at the University of Alberta and an 
ordained minister in the Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Church. Much of his work has focussed on 
educating people in the field of medicine as 
well as those in the church about sexual 
orientation and gay /lesbain lifestyles. He 
has also been at the forefront of the fight 
against AIDS. As a proud, gay Christian, 
Charles has been a powerful role model for 
many in the gay and lesbian community. 
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Poetry srccecccccccccces 


16 


Stream of Consciousness 


Sue 


Lying on my belly in the grass 
the lilac scent inebriates me 


I roll over onto my side 


blades of grass . . . ground feels cool 

but welcoming. My jersey comforts me. 
Overtired body feels the stretch of too much 
sport. A beautiful feeling. 


Ripples sounding in the water. Mommy 
Duck eyes alert, fuzzy brown head high. 
Babies close by. Proudly, innocently. 


Rolling over and bellying up to the 
murky canal, I look in and do not drink. 
But smile a big smile. Eyes wide 

and big like a child’s. If there was 

a woman looking back at me with 

equal playfulness, I know I would 
touch her shoulders and kiss her. 

And then, dropping my head to my 
chest I would sleep. 
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Explosion!! 


Rosa 


Images of you 
permeate my thoughts. 
Reality intrudes 
forcing me 

to work, 

to eat, 

to sleep, 

when all I want 

is to dream of you. 
The thoughts, 

the images, 

of you and I 

together 

excite me! 

Naked bodies, 
nuzzling tongues, 
glazed looks of passion, 
and my excitement 
swelling inside me 
like a balloon. 
Swelling! 

Swelling! 
Swelling!!! 

And finally— 
EXPLODING! 


PPETY oc ccevecsonccoce 


To My Love 


Jan 


The world is silent. 
I ache. 


I look at you and it hurts, 
woman of my dreams. 

I feel for you 

so deeply. 

My heart is in pieces. 

The walking wounded, 
concealed safely behind my armour, 
never allowing it to show. 
Never will I let you see, 
how very much you mean to me. 
I carry it alone, 

in silence 

and watch in pain 

as you love her. 

I hide. 

I pretend. 

IT run. 

I build a wall of steel 

for my protection 

from my inner turmoil. 

I love you! 

It is lonely 

being witness to your love, 
and knowing, 

and yearning, 

and crying 

with sobs known only 

to me, 

in silence. 

And all you see is the hue. 
I gaze out of my window 
at the night sky. 

The moon is full. 


The darkness envelopes me. 
I clutch my pillow into my chest 
and close my eyes. 

I whisper words 

into the stillness 

of my room. 

It is here in the darkness that 
I can now reveal 

my love for you. 

It is here 

that I speak those things 

that I long 

for you to hear. 

It is here that 

I can safely imagine 

the warmth of you 

next to me. 

Your gentle curves, 

the softness of your breasts, 
your breath on my cheek, 
your deep sighs. 

My body weeps! 

My god, this bed is cold!! 
How frigid is this darkness? 
My aloneness seizes me 

with an iron grip 

so cold it numbs me. 

A few tears manage to escape 
to the comfort 

of my pillow. 

It is somehow so much lighter 
in the warmth of day! 

I yearn for the sun!! 
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PovEErY vececececcccceees 


Dancing with you 
Charity Laboucan 


Moving like I never knew I could. 
I flowed and spiraled 
like the blood in your veins. 
Travelling like slow blinding light 
I knew eternity, came close to 
human understanding of infinity. 
[ wasn’t afraid of 
all the stars in the sky. 


Travelling through you 

travelling through me, 
maybe we were travelling through 
the sky—one of the shooting stars 
we'd never dare dream upon. 


Didn't we know better? 

We ran so fast and hard 
around this world until we ran 
right into each other again. 

I wanted to just stay 

You kept running back around 
our past worlds until you 

ran through me again. 

I waited for you, just 

wanting to dance again. 
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Fury 


Janet Gordon 


Somewhere in the darkness 
of my soul, 

I feel you stir. 

Coming to life 

Emerging 

Your flaming energy coiling, 
in the deepest part 

of my being. 

You grow swiftly, and fiercely, 
as you spiral and turn 
along the very core of me. 
Gripping me, holding me, 

I cannot move. 

I cannot escape. 

I feel the heat of your fire 
igniting within. 

Spreading, growing; 

your ambers heat my flesh. 
Prickling, tingling. 

I try to escape 

but you have captured me. 
I] am held firmly by your 
power. 

and now I feel the scorching 
steam of your breath, 
seeping through every pore 
of my body. 

oozing, hissing, sighing 

I surrender to your power, 
oh awesome dark queen 

of my own soul! 


LVELTY soccccvevcvcccece 


letting go 
tired of words worried if they flow together if the pauses are right i dont want capitals 
punctuation i want the words to flow like a river a crazed thrashing river or burn eating 
wanting devouring remembering heavy breathing in the car after your words made 
me want to release happiness with tears instead feeling the weight of you on me the 
want to hear ripping of clothes on your porch breathing in the outside air overwhelmed 
by want i flew was the wind in the trees drinking you i could have drank your red fluid 
thick like my blood that coursed heart pounding break skin feel your teeth on me your 
tongue your hands blazing me instinctual not able to let go trying to let go to leave not 
wanting to go anywhere but inside you who understands spirit pain tearing apart 
wanting shattering of glass for all my lack of expectation i still remember that was our 
first night without clarity just fever passion need to be close beyond walls boundaries 
just flowing flying playing teasing wanting pounding breathing groaning not worried 
beyond pain fear drowning and burning no fear of mortality beyond death i was truly 
alive never felt that before it wasnt shallow lust it was flowing fire and burning water 
touching and caressing circling and spiralling within the one fire and water meeting 
in the physical world creates steam boiling water puts fire out where i was 1 wasn’t 
vulnerable wasnt flippant or unimportant circling somewhere in the spiritual soul of 
what you spoke we are all one connected by rhythms fire and water meshed to create 
some new thing within me now fear and boundaries we step away from the night 
which i catch glimpses of feel heart pounds now letting go choosing not to worry about 
punctuation capitals pauses new lines writing flowing not carefully thought out like 
we do now after the fact we are scared to go there again because mortality is in our 
minds again afraid of burning although it heals afraid of drowning ironic because i 
may die tomorrow and i dont care after all our pain we are still afraid of more i Il be 
careful take pauses punctuate but flowing letting go i will still want you this way too 


Charity Laboucan 
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MARCIE THERE'S A 
Fine Cine ISCTWEEN 
UNREQUITED Love 
AND STALKING. 


LOOK! TrEeRe 
she Gocs! 
Quick, LETS 
FoLLow Hee! F 


WOMONSPACE 1994 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930-106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 
NAME DATE 
ADDRESS ___ CITY/PROV 


POSTAL CODE PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace 
(low income available) 


New Member [] Renewal [J I would like to be a volunteer [] Yes [] No 
Please mail my newsletter to my home [J 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events [] Total enclosed $ 


